
 
 

Scotch 2017 IB Results 
 

Dear Scotch Community 
 
Further to my video update on 19 December 2017 about our ATAR results, I now have pleasure sharing 
a summary of our IB results which were released yesterday on 4 January.   
 
Given that on Saturday 6 January the West Australian will produce their annual league tables, I have also 
taken the opportunity to provide the community with some contextual information about the combined 
ATAR and IB results.  
 
On 25 January, I will circulate my annual, and more detailed results summary, including WACE, VET and 
IB. 
 
1. International Baccalaureate Diploma  
As many of you are aware, our College offers students and families the opportunity to complete the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma as an alternative University entry pathway to the WA Certificate of 
Education (WACE).  In 2017, 22 Scotch students graduated via this pathway. The following result 
comparisons and details are based on the May 2017 IB Office Statistical Bulletin. This is done for two 
reasons: 
 

a) The November 2017 Statistical Bulletin has not been released as yet. 
b) The May statistics provide greater accuracy because a greater number of students sit the Northern 

Hemisphere May examinations than the November examinations. Approximately 150,000 sit the 
IB examinations in May and around 15,000 in November. 

 
There were 157,488 students from 139 countries around the world who sat the May examinations in 2017 
with 78.40% awarded the Diploma. There were only 278 students who scored a perfect score of 45 points, 
which translates into 0.176% of students earning 45 points. Furthermore, the average Diploma score in the 
May examinations was 29.87. 
 
Scotch College Results 
The 2017 set of results is the best the College has attained since our first IB graduates in 2011.  
 
The IB maximum achievable points score is 45.  This is derived from each boy having to count all results 
from their 6 subjects (7 points max from each subject to a total of 42), including a compulsory language. 
Furthermore, a maximum of 3 supplementary points come from a combination of a student’s score in the 
theory of knowledge essay and extended essay.  
 
The 22 Scotch College students who sat the November 2017 examinations achieved a 100% pass rate: this 
means that every Scotch boy was awarded the Diploma, which is an excellent achievement when compared 
to the May statistic of 78.40% of global candidates who achieve the Diploma.  
 
Universities recognise the IB by converting the point score into an ATAR. Seven boys achieved scores 
above 40 points. Previously, this benchmark for our College was four. Academically, a score of 45 equates 
to highest achievable ATAR of 99.95.  It is important to note that an IB score of 26 now gains entry into 
UWA. All of our IB students achieved this benchmark. 



 
Two students, Nicholas Clarnette and Kartik Khanna, earned a perfect score of 45 points. This translates 
into 9.09% of the Scotch cohort scoring 45 points compared to 0.176% of 157,488 graduates achieving 45 
points. A third student Raghav Khanna, achieved 44 points. There were a number of other highly 
commendable achievements: 

• Yuelin Shen earned 42 points and was awarded a Bilingual Diploma because he was highly 
successful across two Language A subjects: English and Chinese. This is praiseworthy as only 
22.61% of students were awarded a Bilingual Diploma in May. 

• Timothy Oe and Cooper Ehlers earned 41 points. 
• Zachary Reynolds earned 40 points. 

 
The average score for the entire Scotch cohort is 35.64; almost 6 points above the May global 2017 average. 
Our median IB score is 34.5. 
 
Scotch students continue to excel in Theory of Knowledge and the completion of a highly academic 
research paper, the Extended Essay; averaging 2.14 bonus points out of a maximum of 3 bonus points. In 
the May examinations, the global cohort averaged 1 bonus point.  
 
Nine of the twenty-two Scotch students earned an A grade in Theory of Knowledge, which is 41% of the 
cohort as compared to 6.76% who scored an A grade in the May examinations. A further seven students 
earned a B grade, which was 31.8% of the cohort; in May, 29.02% were awarded a B grade.  
 
In the Extended Essay, six students earned an A grade; 27.27% of the cohort. In May, 12.08% were awarded 
an A grade and a further eight students were awarded a B grade: 36.36% of the cohort as opposed to 
22.46% in the May examinations. 
 
Scotch boys sat examinations in 18 different subjects some at Higher Level and some at Standard Level; in 
all 18 subjects, Scotch boys scored an average grade above the May 2017 examination averages. 
 
In summary, our IB results are simply outstanding on the global stage.  The students, teaching and support 
staff and parents are to be commended for the work and support they provided to all of the boys sitting 
these examinations. 
 
2. West Australian Newspaper League Tables – Saturday January 6 
The set of league tables on Saturday will no doubt again be based on the median ATAR of a school. Whilst 
I hold the view that this is a very basic comparison lacking any true educational meaning, many of the wider 
community use this as a measure of perceived school success. I believe this says nothing about any value-
add to a boy’s education. As such, if you do look at this table then it is important to note the following: 
 

1. Our median WACE ATAR score in 2017 is 86.25. Based on my previous experience this will place 
Scotch somewhere in the 20-30 ranking of schools.   

2. Based on the current IB to ATAR conversion table, our median ATAR for the IB is 92.85. 
3. Our combined median ATAR is 89.55. 

 
Hence, should you wish to use the league table as a measure of achievement, then the only remotely valid 
comparison is the combined ATAR of 89.55. 
 
I trust you will join with me in sharing in the continued success of our boys, success that is the result of 
focusing on enabling boys to achieve their personal benchmarks, taking into consideration so much more 
than just a ranking. 
 
Dr Alec J O’Connell 
Headmaster 
 
5 January 2017 
 


