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Scotch boarders show city 
boys about life in the bush

Denzil Brooks can drive most 
things.

“I learnt how to drive a car 
in Year 2,” the Scotch College 
boarder from Marble Bar said.

Denzil, captain of residential 
life for the Swanbourne school’s 
140 boarders, was in his element 
on Tuesday.

The school had organised 
to have big farming machines 
brought in to show city boys a 
side of farming and rural life.

“This 8330 is a good machine,” 

Denzil said, gesturing at a huge 
yellow 350hp JCB Fastrac.

“It’s pretty quick and has a 
fully-suspended chassis rail all 
the way through.”

A l s o  o n  s h o w  w a s  a 
Tallyhandler, a versatile aerial 
forklift with a telescopic boom 
that can take 3.1 tonnes.

It was invented by JCB in 1977 and 
is the tool of choice for grain and 
hay removal. Denzil can drive it.

The display was part of 
Boarding Day, in which students 

and staff were encouraged to 
dress up as farmers.

‘It’s a great day because it 
shows the rest of the boys what 
boarders have to offer, and what 
agriculture is,” Denzil said.

The school watched a video 
at assembly of the boarders’ 
home lives, which stretched 
from Esperance to Kununurra.

Lamb spit-roast buns overseen 
by school head chef Scott Alonso 
raised money for the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service.

Tallyhandler-ho! … At Scotch College’s Boarding Day are, from left, Craig Tucker, Denzil Brooks, Ash Keatch 
and Liam McCreery.  Photo: Billie Fairclough

Neds units must 
be advertised

Nedlands mayor Max Hipkins 
successfully introduced a 
new policy on Tuesday night 
that will require all proposed 
multiple dwellings, or units, 
to be advertised to the public. 

Mr Hipkins’ policy caused a 
rupture at the meeting between 
councillors who believed the 
policy was ad-hoc and oner-
ous, and those who thought 
consultation was a vital role of 
the council. 

“I really don’t think the com-
munity knows much about 
design at all,” councillor Nigel 
Shaw said. 

Mr Shaw said the challenge 
of multiple dwellings was one 
the council should be capable 
of dealing with.

“I’m not sure if going out to 
community consultation gives 
us the best feedback,” he said. 

“I really see this as a tinkering 
measure.”

Councillor John Wetherall 
agreed, saying it amounted to 
“planning policies on the run”.

Mr Wetherall said that as 
elected representatives, it was 
the job of councillors to make 
decisions based on the informa-
tion they received.

To put matters such as this to 
community consultation implied 
the council was not prepared to 
make a decision, he said. 

Furthermore, it would create 
divisions in the community. 

Mr Hipkins said LPS3, the 
new planning policy forced on 
Nedlands by the state govern-
ment, meant the city would be 
undergoing signifi cant changes, 

which the public needed to be 
kept informed of. 

“It’s something new for the 
area,” Mr Hipkins said, referring 
to the potential proliferation 
of units. 

“People expect to know what’s 
going on.”  

“The best way to let people 
know what’s going on is to have 
signs.”

However, Peter Mickelson, 
the director of planning and 
development at Nedlands, said 
that the policy would ensnare 
many unsuspecting proposals, 
even something as insignifi cant 
as a pool fence. 

Mr Mickelson said a key part 
of the policy was how complex 
developments were defi ned.

This was initially anything 
more than 15 units and then 
updated to include all devel-
opments on blocks zoned R60 
or above. 

Now, with multiple dwellings 
added to this policy, all propos-
als would need to go through a 
rigorous advertising process, 
such as advertisements in the 
newspaper and community 
information sessions. 

Multiple dwellings would 
include many of the historic art-
deco fl ats in Stirling Highway. 

Mr Mickelson said that even 
compliant developments would 
need to undergo this procedure.

Councillor Ian Argyle won-
dered where the red signs had 
gone that previously had to be 
erected at the site of all new 
developments. 

“Good point,” councillor 
Gordon Hay said. 
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